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Shine On! was selected by NASA to hold a live downlink with the ISS during Mission 65.
The conference is schedule for May 6. This date is subject to change based on ISS
operations.
"Look to the Stars: #CharacterCountdown" is the full-day conference for K-8 students
being planned jointly with with the Shine On! committee and Beekmantown Middle
School science teacher and New York state designated master teacher Diana Danville.
The event is designed to build student interest in STEM fields while demonstrating the
value of character to achieve success in life.
Shine On! is seeking proposals from STEM professionals and teachers in all subjects for
30-minute virtual workshops to be included in the conference.
Proposal submissions should be emailed to shineonpsu@gmail.com. 

SUNY Plattsburgh’s Shine On! Selected to host NASA Downlink
With International Space Station for New York State Schools

Quotes

"Beekmantown Central School District is excited to partner with Shine On!, SUNY
Plattsburgh and other educational agencies for a live connect with astronauts living on
the International Space Station. Providing all students amazing 21st century learning
opportunities and a STEM-rich environment are BCSD goals. This unique opportunity
will ensure that traditionally underserved students in the North Country receive an
amazing learning experience rarely seen in our area." - Dan Mannix, Beekmantown
superintendent 
"I’m excited to lead such an empowered group of women to bring this once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity to students in the North Country. As someone who grew up in the
local area, I know this will inspire students and benefit them for a lifetime." - Chrysa
Rabideau, Shine On! Chairwoman and senior at SUNY Plattsburgh
“With COVID-19 restrictions over the last year, this connection with NASA is a rare
opportunity for students to be re-invigorated about learning and will provide teachers
with a fantastic curriculum at no cost to school districts.” - Diana Danville,
Beekmantown Middle School science teacher and New York state designated Master
Teacher



"SUNY Plattsburgh’s Shine On! is a great example of a program that’s been
empowering and educating young girls in Northern New York for over a decade. Its
upcoming virtual conference will help even more students realize the importance of
character in STEM-related fields and inspire them to take advantage of the many
opportunities with companies here in our region. I want to thank NASA for selecting
Shine On! and SUNY Plattsburgh for helping even the youngest students grow and
making the North Country a premier location to live and work." - North Country
Assemblyman Billy Jones

Confirmed Workshops

Beam Me Up Scotty
Presenter: Elizabeth Pearl, Pearl Physical Therapy
An introduction to the next generation BEMER technology used in the new NASA
spacesuits.

Pigs In Space
Presenter: Diana Danville, Beekmantown Middle School
An introduction to HAM radio operations in space.

Ensuring a Safe and Successful Space Launch
Presenter: Gib Brown, retired WPTZ meteorolgist and local science teacher
Exploring how STEM is used to predict successful rocket launch weather.

Communicating Science: Explaining Lifesaving Information to the Public
Presenter: Caitlin Napoleoni, WPTZ meteorologist
Exploring how meteorologists effectively communicate to the public in the most critical
of situations. This workshop will let students see a side of science that combines behind-
the-scenes forecasting with the fast-paced live component of sharing information with
the public. 

 



I Need Space
Presenter(s): SUNY Adirondack Psychology Fieldwork Course Students
Teaching self-care and effective boundary setting to students.

Neuroscience of Space Exploration
Presenter: Dr. Jennifer Bremser, Associate Professor of Psychology at SUNY Plattsburgh at
Queensbury Branch Campus
A discussion on the neurocognitive and mental health challenges astronauts overcome
while participating in longer space missions. 

 
Helpful Links

More information on NASA downlinks 
The KIPP Character Strength model Shine On! is based on  

 

 About Us

SUNY Plattsburgh’s Shine On! is dedicated to fostering resilience, confidence and
character in young girls by enhancing essential character strengths, developing a
toolbox of communication skills and teaching a better understanding of media in
society today. Shine On! has hosted approximately 2,200 young girls since the
program began and has taught education outreach programs in almost a dozen
schools. The organization has a strong alumnae network of 600 college women
who have been mentors, committee members and workshop presenters over the
past 11 years.

https://www.nasa.gov/audience/foreducators/stem-on-station/downlinks.html
https://www.nasa.gov/audience/foreducators/stem-on-station/downlinks.html
https://www.kipp.org/approach/character/
https://www.kipp.org/approach/character/
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